


Ensuring that the EU takes action to realise its target to lift at least 20 million people out of poverty and 
social exclusion by 2020. This includes meeting national targets and monitoring other member states to 
ensure they meet theirs.
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Fighting for the adoption of an EU Directive on Adequate Minimum Income Schemes, ensuring an adequate 
standard of living for all EU Citizens and, at a minimum, raising basic income above the poverty threshold. 
A first step should be the reversal of cuts to social welfare payments in Ireland.
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Promoting the establishment of an inquiry into high pay and the impact of income inequality in the 
European Union and ensure that the findings are acted upon.8

Ensuring the full implementation of the Lisbon Treaty’s Social Clause, and support the development of a 
transparent and effective process for the social impact assessment of all EU policy.9

Ensuring the full implementation of the Energy Package and particularly the requirements to address  
energy poverty in the common rules for the internal market on electricity. A key step would be ensuring  
the national  action plan on energy poverty is completed through wide and effective consultation and  
implemented in full.
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Fighting for strengthened EU anti-discrimination legislation, including the fight against discrimination on 
the basis of socio-economic status. This includes ensuring that national equality, inclusion and human rights 
infrastructure is adequately funded and fully independent, and ensuring the EU implements the Gender Pact.
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Working towards realising the full potential of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, which was given legal 
standing through the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty.
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Protecting the incomes of low paid workers in Europe, including the reversal of cuts to the minimum wage 
and recent taxation of the low paid in Ireland, along with the renegotiation of relevant provisions of the Irish 
(and other) agreements with the EU, the IMF and the ECB.
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