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EAPN Ireland calls for solidarity and urgent political action to avert “perfect 

storm” threatening international protection seekers and local communities 

The groundswell of solidarity shown by local communities across Ireland to refugees and 

asylum seekers must now be matched by leadership from the Government. A combination of 

urgent political action and community support is needed to address the accommodation crisis 

in the international protection system and to tackle toxic anti-refugee rhetoric and acts.  

“There is a very real risk that many people seeking international protection could become 

homeless and destitute. At the same time, far-right agitators are driving anti-refugee 

demonstrations and sentiments in local communities. This is a perfect storm threatening the 

rights, dignity and lives of refugees and asylum seekers, but also the social cohesion, safety 

and sustainability of communities. Real political leadership is needed to prevent this dire 

situation from deteriorating even further,” said Paul Ginnell, Director of the European Anti-

Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland. 

“As organisations working to eradicate poverty and social exclusion, it is incumbent upon us 

to counter these toxic attempts to sow fear, hatred and division within communities. We 

know the very real anger and frustration felt in many communities across Ireland. Successive 

Governments have failed these communities time and again,” said Paul Ginnell. 

“But the dangerous and increasingly incendiary anti-refugee rhetoric and actions are not the 

answer. Pitting already marginalised and disadvantaged groups against each other doesn’t 

help anyone. It does nothing to address the serious social and economic issues affecting 

communities across Ireland. Let us be clear, it is simply not possible to effectively combat 

poverty and social exclusion without also combatting discrimination and hate in all its forms.” 

EAPN Ireland welcomes the powerful compassion and solidarity shown by many communities 

across Ireland to people seeking international protection. This type of solidarity and unity is 

crucial if we are to address the interconnected problems we face as a society. The crises in 

the international protection system are symptoms of the same failed and inadequate policies 

that have led to the housing crisis, and the high levels of poverty, social inequality and 

exclusion being experienced in wider Irish society.  

“For many years, local communities and community-based organisations have been at the 

forefront of efforts to tackle poverty and protect the rights of disadvantaged groups. Once 

again communities across Ireland have stepped up to show true leadership – both by coming 

together to welcome and support refugees and people seeking protection, but also in saying 

a resounding no to the spread of hate, misinformation and attempts to sow division in their 



local communities. Now we need to see real political leadership and ambition to match this 

outpouring of support,” said Paul Ginnell. 

“The challenges presented by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine must not be used by the 

Government as an excuse to backtrack on its commitments or to countenance any regression 

with respect to its human rights obligations.” 

Ireland has the capacity and resources to address the challenges in the international 

protection system, while also simultaneously tackling the ongoing and intersecting issues of 

housing, poverty and inequality. To do so effectively we need to see a coordinated, whole-of-

Government approach grounded in human rights. 

Targeted investment, supports and resources must be deployed to urgently address the 

immediate and most pressing needs, while also taking concrete actions to deliver long-term 

solutions to tackle income inadequacy alongside adequate investment in public services and 

supports across the country. This must be for the benefit of everyone in our society. People 

seeking international protection cannot and must not be left behind. 
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The European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland is a network of 164 local, regional and 

national anti-poverty organisations and individuals. It is the Irish national network of the 

European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN), which links groups fighting for the eradication of 

poverty across Europe. 

The Mission of EAPN Ireland is: ‘To put the eradication of poverty at the top of the Irish and 

European policy agenda and empower groups working to end poverty to understand and 

influence policy-making.’ EAPN Ireland supports members to influence national and European 

policy through training, information, collective action and networking. 
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